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Statement on Organic Equivalencies for the Tri-Agriculture Accord:
The Mexican government is developing their monitoring and enforcement infrastructure with a goal
of April 2017 for implementation;
Since their regulatory system will be introduced next year, we will need time to build trust between
countries and introduce the need for Mexico compliance within Canada. As such, Ontario’s Organic
sector’s position is:
● We are encouraged that the Mexican government is preparing to regulate and enforce
organic standards;
● We look forward to building equivalency agreements between Mexico and Canada and,
potentially, in the long-term, working towards harmonizing the certification of Organic
products North American wide standard, further streamlining auditing and certification
processes and providing consumers with greater confidence in the integrity and definition of
Organic;
● In the interim, there is already a lot of Mexican organic product entering Canada under the
US National Organic Program (NOP). Through the development of Canada-Mexican
equivalency agreements, it is critical that Mexican products be certified to Mexican
standards, providing a fair playing field in the North American Organic market.
● In the meantime, since the Mexican regulations and enforcement systems are still a work in
progress, Canadian companies, importers and certifiers will need time to see their systems
in action and to adapt.
● Therefore, we request a 1-2 year transition period in which Canadian companies can still
sell product into Mexico under their current certification procedures while they transition to
the equivalency requirements and the rigor of the Mexican enforcement systems is
evaluated.
● We must also protect the Canadian organic greenhouse sector, who already face stiff
competition from NOP certified organic producers, producing in the US and Mexico, by
requiring that any organic greenhouse product entering Canada must meet Canadian
organic standards including soil volume requirements (which are not addressed under the
NOP and NOP/COR equivalency).
● We strongly encourage the US NOP standards to adopt similar greenhouse production
requirements to those included in the Canada Organic Standards (COS)
● We strongly encourage the US NOP standards to consider removing the use of supplemental
dl-methionine in hog production, as has been done in Canada.
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There are already a number of major issues with monitoring and enforcement of current
equivalency agreements and Canadian standards that need to be addressed;
In general, there is little oversight of importers to ensure proper paperwork and auditing to
ensure Canadian standards are adhered to, especially in fresh product since the paperwork
trail often lags behind the need for timely shipping; We need more stringent monitoring
and enforcement that all imported products adhere to Canadian standards;
We need certification of handlers, similar to the NOP, that includes importers, brokers and
traders, to ensure that 'organic' products maintain their integrity and meet Canadian
standards.
Contributing to the issue of importation is a lack of government funding to maintain the
Canadian Organic Standards. In the US, the NOP receives $750,000 annually to ensure that
the standards are adapted to address emerging issues. In Canada, the Organic Federation of
Canada is asked to pay roughly $600,000 each review cycle of the standards.
Finally, the weak oversight of Canadian standards for imports is exacerbated by the lack of
provincial regulations in Ontario and several other provinces, contributing to a weakening
of the organic brand and confusion in the Canadian marketplace in addition to the lack of
oversight.
As the organic sector becomes more and more globalized, Ontario will be at an increased
competitive disadvantage without equivalent government supports enjoyed by
neighbouring and international jurisdictions.
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Organic Council of Ontario
The mission of the Organic Council of Ontario is to be the voice for organics in Ontario. Our growing
membership is composed of over 150 farmers, processors, handlers, and consumers of organic
products in Ontario and includes the membership of several associations including the Ecological
Farmers Association of Ontario and the National Farmers Union of Ontario. Furthermore, the Organic
Council of Ontario speaks for over 900 certified organic operators in Ontario.

